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or oppression being occasionally practised by landlords, he acted
essentially as the poor man's friend. His policy wras? after enquiry,
to determine and define what the superior might demand from
the inferior, so that the former might know the limit of exaction
and the latter might be secure against any transgression of that
limit.  He regarded indetiniteness of demand as one of the banes
of the past and as the fruitful parent of tyranny.   He deemed it
liis mission to see that certainty was substituted for uncertainty
in this MS]wot, a measure which would prove the palladium of
the feeble against the strong.   Such ideas were approved by the
majority of the best men of his day; but soon after his death
opinion veered round towards the view that this policy had
gone too far in a direction adverse to the upper classes, was
calculated to provoke some reasonable discontent, and might
even bo fraught with political risk.   Thus distrust began to
l)e expressed by some regarding what was called " the Thoma-
sonian school" of administrators.    Had Thomason lived, he
would have employed all his consummate knowledge and argu-
mentative power to prove that his enquiries had been fairly
conducted respecting matters into which the Government was
equitably bound to enquire, and that while vindicating the
status of the inferior he had shown due consideration to the
superior.   Having established the equity of his case, he would
have told his assailants to bo just and fear not.

All authorities aver that the agricultural classes gladly
acquiesce in British rule,, and, as was afterwards proved by
many instances during the disturbances of 1857, entertain a
friendly feeling towards the Knglish officers who have been
employed among thorn. But none believe fully that oven by
the most thoughtful and benevolent management can those
classes bo induced to render an actively patriotic support to any
foreign Government* Thomason however was nearer to this
Imlief than any statesman 1 ever met His ambition was to
attach the masses heartily to our rule aw one for winch it was
worth thoir while to fight if required; and had such a result
been attainable by any English ruler iu India, lie would have
attained it.